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CHAMPAIGN COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT RECIEVES MUSEUM CAPITAL GRANT 
 
Mahomet, IL – The Champaign County Forest Preserve District was recently awarded $726,900 in grant 
funding by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Museum Capital Grant Program to support the 
construction of an improved Discovery Garden, replacement greenhouse, and program facility at the Museum of 
the Grand Prairie, located in the Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve. 
 
This award will allow us to create a more holistic space for interpretation while updating aging infrastructure. 
The new facility will provide plant production space for the Mabery Gelvin Botanical Garden, conservatory 
space open to the public and for programs, restrooms for preserve patrons, and indoor/outdoor classroom space 
for garden interpretation programs. The facility will improve energy efficiency by replacing the existing 52 year 
old, inefficient greenhouse. Accessibility will also be improved in both the garden and the greenhouse space. 
 
At the Champaign County Forest Preserve District, we help people create connections with natural and cultural 
resources. The funding from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Museum Capital Grant Program will 
have a significant impact on our ability to provide services and amenities in the Museum of the Grand Prairie 
and Mabery Gelvin Botanical Garden for Champaign County residents and all preserve patrons.   
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