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Whether you’re on the North bike trail at 
Lake of the Woods, Old Miner's Trail at 
Middle Fork River, Maple Sugar Grove at 
Homer Lake, or really any healthy woodland, 
you’ll surely see spring has arrived.

Spring ephemerals are the first plants to 
flower in the forest, taking advantage of the 
available sunlight before the tree canopy 

closes up with new 
leaves. Our native 
ground-dwelling 
bees depend 
on these nectar 
sources once they 
emerge after winter 
and need to gorge 
themselves on 
food. Many of the 

resulting seeds contain 
nutritious fatty-rich 
structures (elaiosomes) 
that trick ants into 
bringing them back to 
their nest for a snack, 
only to have a new plant 
sprout shortly. 

The delicate pink 
Virginia springbeauty 
can cover the forest 
floor, each flower only 
blooming for a few days. 
Jack-in-the-pulpit looks 
more like a green tube 
than a traditional flower.

(continued inside) 
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Virginia springbeauty

Jack-in-the-pulpit



Prairie trillium is hard to 
miss with its maroon petals 
and distinctive three leaves. 
Dutchman’s breeches are 
certainly an oddity with their 
white flowers resembling 
pantaloons. Bloodroot, named 
for its reddish sap, blooms 
before any of its leaves fully 
emerge. Virginia bluebells 
create a knee-high carpet of 
sweet-smelling blossoms.

Better see them soon before 
they’re gone!

Spring Ephemerals continued

Virginia Bluebells

BloodrootPrairie TrilliumDutchman's Breeches



Looking for an 
unforgettable way to 
keep your child engaged, 
active, and learning this 
summer? Our summer 
camps are the perfect 
mix of fun, education, and 
adventure! Kids will explore 
the great outdoors, dive into 
history, and make exciting 
discoveries—all while 
creating memories that  
will last a lifetime.

Led by passionate and 
knowledgeable educators, 
each camp is designed to 
spark curiosity and creativity 
in young minds. Campers 
will immerse themselves in 

nature through guided hikes, 
thrilling wildlife encounters, 
and hands-on activities. 
They’ll uncover the secrets 
of the forest, meet native 
animals up close, and step 
back in time to experience 
life as people from the past. 
Whether it’s interactive 
storytelling or uncovering 
hidden treasures of nature, 
every day offers a new 
opportunity to inspire a 
deeper connection to the 
world around them.

With a variety of camp 
themes tailored to different 
age groups, there’s 
something for every budding 

explorer. From discovering 
the wonders of local 
ecosystems to reenacting 
history, these camps 
encourage both learning 
and play. Beyond the 
activities, campers also build 
friendships, confidence, and 
a love for adventure.

Don’t miss out—spaces 
fill up quickly for these 
enriching summer 
experiences. Give your child 
the gift of discovery and a 
summer full of outdoor fun. 
Visit champaignforests.org  
today to learn more and 
reserve your spot. Let the 
adventure begin!

DISCOVER ADVENTURE AT 

SUMMER CAMP! 

Visit champaignforests.org for details and secure a spot today! 



April
 

Saturday, April 12 
OUTSIDE IN CHAMPAIGN FORESTS  
Sangamon River Forest Preserve, 10-11:30 AM  

For more info, email Chelsea at cprahl@ccfpd.
org to receive location updates and monthly 
reminders! 
 
Saturday, April 12 
RELICS AND REVELATIONS:  
CIVIL WAR STORIES 
Museum of the Grand Prairie, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, 1-4 PM 

Children must be accompanied by an adult.  
No registration required. 
 
Saturday, April 19 - Monday, April 28 
A BOTANICAL EXCURSION INTO FASHION 
Museum of the Grand Prairie, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, 1-5 PM 

Join us on Friday, April 18 from 5:30-7 PM 
to kick off the showcase of this collection! 
Meet the designer and enjoy some light 
refreshments.  
 
Saturday, April 19 
GARDEN SPEAKER SERIES: 
HOUSEPLANT CARE AND PROPAGATION 
Museum of the Grand Prairie, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, 2-3:30 PM  

No registration required. 

Tuesday, April 22 
VOLUNTEER EVENT EARTH DAY  
INVASIVE REMOVAL 
Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve,  
Specific location TBD; 4-6 PM 

All ages welcome. All experience levels 
welcome; instruction provided. Volunteers 
under 14 years old must be accompanied 
by an adult. No need to sign up, but please 
contact Sue (volunteer@ccfpd.org) if you wish 
to bring a group of more than 5 people. 
 
Friday, April 25 
ARBOR DAY - PLANTING FOR SUCCESS! 
Salt Fork Center, Homer Lake  
Forest Preserve, 10 AM 

All are welcome! No registration required. 
 
Saturday, April 26 
WONDERS OF THE WETLAND  
WITH DOUG MILLS 
Interpretive Center, Homer Lake Forest 
Preserve, 10 AM - 12 PM 

No registration required. Children must be  
accompanied by an adult. 
 
Saturday, April 26 
INTERNATIONAL DARK SKY CELEBRATION 
Middle Fork River Forest Preserve,  
Dark Sky Trail, 8 PM 

Join us at 7:30 PM as we unveil our new Dark 
Sky Trails with a ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
featuring an observatory, hammock stands, 
and concrete spaces for telescopes. 

PROGRAMS & EVENTS
See the full program descriptions online at champaignforests.org

Register here for programs
Scan the QR Code or go to champaignforests.org.
Programs may be altered or canceled due to weather.



May
Saturday, May 3 
MUSEUM DOCENT WORKSHOP/TRAINING  
(FOR BEGINNERS) 
Museum of the Grand Prairie, Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve, 2-3:30 PM 

This workshop is highly encouraged for 
beginners and anyone interested in the field  
of public history. Ages 16 and up. Register by 
May 1 at ccfpd.org.

Cost 	 Registration Deadline 	 Code 
FREE 	 May 1 	 6791 
 
Friday, May 9 
ARTIFACTS AND HISTORY TRIVIA NIGHT 
The Literary, Downtown Champaign,  
6:30-8 PM

All ages. No registration required. 

 
Saturday, May 10 
INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY -  
MIST NETTING DEMO 
Interpretive Center, Homer Lake Forest 
Preserve, 8:30-10:30 AM 

All ages. Children must be accompanied by  
an adult. 
 
Saturday, May 10 
OUTSIDE IN CHAMPAIGN FORESTS -  
ALL ABOUT BIRDS! 
Interpretive Center, Homer Lake  
Forest Preserve, 8:30-10:30 AM 

All are welcome!
 

Saturday, May 24 
TAKE ME FISHING 
Activity Center, Middle Fork River  
Forest Preserve, 9-11 AM 

Participants 15 and under do not require a 
fishing license. All fishing is catch-and-release. 
Adult supervision of children 15 and under is 
required. All ages. 
 
Thursday, May 29 
WALK WITH A NATURALIST  
Buffalo Trace Prairie (E. Parking Lot),  
Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve, 6-7 PM   

No registration required, Meet at Buffalo Trace 
Prairie (E. Parking Lot). 
 
Saturday, May 31 
HISTORICAL GAMES:  
KOREAN AND AMERICAN EDITION 
Museum of the Grand Prairie,  
Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve, 2-5 PM 

No registration required
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Spring has arrived, and so has the 
much-anticipated Egg Hunt Through 
the Forest Preserves! From March 22 to 
April 27, adventurers of all ages are invited 
to explore the stunning natural landscapes 
of Lake of the Woods, River Bend, Middle 
Fork River, Sangamon River, and Homer 
Lake. Along these picturesque trails,  
40 vibrantly painted concrete eggs are 
cleverly hidden, waiting to be discovered.

This self-guided hunt is the perfect 
opportunity to immerse yourself in nature 
while embracing the excitement of the 
season. To get started, download a checklist 
at champaignforests.org and begin your 

adventure. Whether you’re a seasoned egg 
hunter, a family looking for some spring fun, 
or simply seeking a serene walk surrounded 
by the beauty of the preserves, this event 
has something for everyone.

As you explore, take in the fresh scents, 
vibrant colors, and lively sounds of spring 
awakening all around you. Each found egg 
adds a sense of accomplishment and joy to 
your journey. Whether you're in it for the  
thrill of discovery, the peaceful escape, or 
quality time outdoors, this unique hunt 
promises to be a delightful experience for all.

Don’t wait—get outside, soak in the beauty 
of spring, and happy hunting!

EGG HUNT  
Through the  

Forest Preserves



natural spaces, enhances public programs, and
ensures continued access to outdoor education
and recreation for generations to come.

 $500 - $999

Sandy and Jon Alwes
Nancy and Fred Arnold
Alison Baroody-Sarboraria
Carter Billingsley and Brittney McVey
Brittany Dahlstrom
Mary Ann Espeseth
Bettina and George Francis
Inga Giles
Estella Greenfield
Matthew Hausman
Bobbie and Thomas Herakovich
Jay and Donna Hoeflinger
Franklin Holcomb
Walter Hurley
James Krehbiel
Betsy and Peter Kuchinke
Geri Lapman-Barbee
Warren Lavey and Holly Rosencranz
Drew and Vanessa Levan
Chris and Jim Locher
Brock Martin
Matt Noel
Richard Noel
Merianne O'Grady and Robin Shealy
John and Julie Potts
Christine Roszkowski

 $1,000 - $1,999

Robert Kacich
Jessica King
Cooper Melgreen
Robeson Family Benefit Fund
Loretta Satterthwaite and
    Robert Stamps
Grace Schoedel
St. Joseph 5K Santa Run/Walk
United Way

 $2,000 - $4,999

Jim Barham
Bill Chestnut
Ashley Dodson
Beverly and Mike Friese
Lisa Gibbs
Heath and Kathy Grote
Steve D. Hilberg
Harvey Hodges
Cheryl Kennedy
Michele Spading
Karen L. West
Anita Wright

Thank You
To Our 2024 Donors

 $5,000+

 Three Rivers Society

Brian and Karen Anderson
Ryan and Dr. Meredith Anderson
Rod and Christine Beyers
Dave and Dianda Easter
Michael and Karen Folk
Jim and Susan Gleason
William and Rose Goodman
Nancy and Philippe Geubelle
Robin and Barbara Hall
Hartmann Family Foundation
Wanda Haschek-Hock and Vincent Hock
AJ Hildebrand
Jay and Shelley Jimenez
Roger Laramee and Tim Bayley
Marianne and Mark Lippi
Sarah and Jeff Livesay
Susan Lowry
Maureen McCord
Brendan and Susan McGinty
Walter and Jane Myers
Jane and Alan Nathan
Daniel Noel and Robin Allen
Lorrie Pearson and Jeff Kohmstedt
Judy Rathgeber
Rachel Smith-Bolton and
    Lawrence Bolton
George and Susie Timmons
Will and Lynn Timmons
Jack and Ginny Waaler
Richard Warren and Tammey Kikta
Ruth Wene and Tom Seals
Jerry Wray
Mary Ellen Wuellner and Ann Panthen
Stella B. Volk and C. Max Volk

Irene and Clark Bullard
Community Foundation of East
    Central Illinois
Chris Dangles and Donna Decamara
Barbara Foil
Kathleen Lambert-Wood
Stuart Levy
Watson's Shack and Rail

The Three Rivers Society is a
community of donors giving
an unrestricted gift of $1,000
each year to the Forest
Preserve Friends Foundation.
The financial stability these
gifts help to create protects

 $101 - $499

James Acheson
Nathan Ackerman
Susan Appel and Kent Snodgrass
Jamie Auteberry
Megan Bartels
Lee Blackburn
Thomas Blunier
Jacquelyn and Philip Brewer
Fred and Carol Bunting
Busey Bank
Cabot Corporation
Edmond Chevalier
Earl and Lynda Creutzburg
Grant and Mary Cowen
Mark and Katherine Cushing
Mary Daab
Mark and Vicki Dixon
Alice Elder-Miller
Shira and Dan Epstein
Seth B. Fein
Madeleine Garvey
Barbara Jeanne Gerrietts
Barbara Gibbs
Heather and Craig Gillett
Helen and Gene Grandone
Josh Gulley
Keith and Judith Hackley
Susan M Haney
Richard and Kathy Harden
Corey Heath
Steven and Susan Helle
Josh Henry
Robert and Marilee Hoffswell
John and Jan Ison
John and Marilyn Januszko
Kelly Johnson
Beverly Kieffer
Janice Kimpel
Julie Labhart
Michael Lambert
Anthony Leggett and
    Haruko Kinase-Leggett
Steve LeSueur
Cynthia and Michael Loui
David and Sandy Lucas
Greg and Margo Lykins
Frank and Cindy Masko
Brenda and Edward Mehnert
Julie and Bradley Morgan

Barbara Ryan
Gordon and Renee Salm
Jack and Sally Widholm

The lasting impact of our multi-year donors is denoted by       Daisy - 5 Year       Daffodil - 10 Year       Rose - 15 Year



Brett Peugh
Piankeshaw Chapter of SAR
Kathy Pierce
Michael Pleasant
Debra Potthast
Edward Powazki
Mark Prather
Brock and Dawn Price
Maura Ramaly
Lori Rath
Debra Reid
Naomi Rempe
James Rice
Katherine Richards
Kathleen Robbins
Cassandra Rosado
Kristin Rose
Stephanie and Jeffry Ross
Edward Roy
Stephen and Deborah Rugg
William Saska
Kimberly Schaefer
Harold and Janet Scharlau
Dawn Schultz
Second Wind Running Club
Brandi Shutter
Melissa and Del Siegmund
Nancy Sivertsen
Lois Stasulis
Glenn Stech
Tim and Beth Sullivan
David and Lisa Sur
Laura Sutter
Cynthia and Clyde Sweet
Mike Tangora
Aprel Thomas
Shelly Timm
Heather Ting
John and Nancy Tolar
Huy Tran
Judith Van Cleeff
Josiah Vaughn
Dennis and Mary Vidoni
Mili Vishwakarma
Loyd and Vickie Wax
Barb and Terry Walker
Ruthie Weatherall-Harper
Judy Webber
Wayne and Anne Weber
Sid and Evelyn Welles
Nicole Wicha
Melinda Wiegel
Sarah Williams
Christine Winkless
Carl Withers
Janet Wong
Jacqueline Worden
James Young
William Youngerman
Patrick Zagorski

Daisy Farrar
Allan Fenske
Joel Fletcher
Thom Fletcher
Viktoria Ford
Autumn Frerk
Rich Furr
Karla Gerdes
Joseph Glatz
Heidi Goodspeed
Allison Goodyear
Judy and Jerry Graner
Sue Grey
Tammy Hamilton
Mark Hanson
Wendy Harris
Sue Ann and Richard Hedrick
Zach Hench
Katherine Heneberry
Jack Hou
Anne Huber and Steve Brown
David and Karen Huber
Rick Huls and Heidi Ladd
Philip Hult
Yusuke Isono
Douglas Jackson
Gary and Dixie Jackson
Donita Jacobson
Jack and Camille James
Elizabeth Johnston
Lincoln Jones
Thomas and Helene Kacich
Rosemary Kaczmarowski
Susan Kapacinskas
Daniel Katz and Amanda Fox
Sara Kelley
Donovan and Carissa Kemna
Andrew Kerins and Margaret Verklan
Shelly Kessler
Melinda Kinney
Todd Kinney and Margaret Patten
Julie Knowles
Robert and Marilyn Lee
James and Mary Liggett
Douglas and Carol Maddox
Dawn Marick
Joyce Mast
Colleen and Charles Maxwell
Nancy McCarty
Susan McGrath
Megan McNellis
Theresa Meers
Evan and Lee Melhado
Jason and Sarah Merret
Alan Metcalf
Kathy Meye
Chris Migotsky
Dustin Miller
Merry and Isaac Mitchell
Jameson Mori
Newton H. Dodds Trust
My Nguyen
Robert O'Daniell
Barbara Oehlschlaeger-Garvey
Dean Olson
John Peterson

 $1 - $100

Chuck and Sharon Allen
James Allen
Robert and Carol Apperson
June Arbuckle
Michael Ball
Matt Banach
Carolyn Barker
Mildred Barnett and
    Sarah Barnett Nemeth
Terrie Barr
Elaine Bearden
Jenny Beery
Erica Bellina
Jeanine Berlocher
Jessica Billot
Jack and Susan Blevins
Linda and Allan Boehm
Kathy Bott
Sharon and Tom Brant
Bruce and Jessica Bryan
Victor and Bonnie Buraglio
Michele Burk
Amy Burkhalter
Jean Alice Burridge
Patricia A. Cardenas
Jennifer Carswell
Don and Judy Clark
Paul and Bonita Compton
Kendra Courson
Michael Donovan
Stefany and Kenneth Early
Kurt Eheart
Sarah Edwards
Joyce Eisold
James F. Evans

Rudolf Mortimer
Holly Nordheden
Janice Olson
Linda Owens
Marvin Piwoni
Theodore and Rebecca Powers
Robert E Quigley
Paul Ricker
Melissa Records
Robin Sahner and Bruce Reznick
Marya Ryan
Jarrod and Jessica Scheunemann
Myron and Sonya Sholem
Patti Simpson
Martha Sivier
Charlie Smyth and Audrey Ishii
Jill and Buck Thomas
Dianne Toalson
Pat Tomasko
Jennifer and Jason Vallowe
Patricia VerStrat and Lee McGuire
Ira and Lynn Wachtel
Edward Wagner
Gregory Walburg and Belinda Porter
Michael Walker and CK Gunsalus
Janet & Michael Wick
David Wright
Ava and Richard Wolf

Every effort has been made to produce an accurate
listing. If we have made an error or omission, please
email us at foundation@ccfpd.org.


